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often than not, confined to the cell of its stable. The horse’s color is
perhaps also symbolic, meant to evoke the darkness of the unexplained
violent behavior of patriarchal societies that makes women go mad.
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Kivu Ruhorahoza. Grey Matter. Original Title: Matiére Grise. 2011. Rwanda.
Kinyarwanda and French, with English subtitles. 100 min. Scarab Studio (POV Produc-
tions), Global Film Initiative (distributor). No price reported.

Grey Matter (Matiere Grise, 2011), directed by Kivu Ruhorahoza, contemplates
the effects of the 1994 Rwandan genocide upon the psyche and the social
world. It is the first feature-length narrative film directed by a Rwandan
about the 1994 genocide, and the only to offer a Rwandan’s rich visual
interpretation of its impact. For this alone, Grey Matter holds a critical place
within the film library of sub-Saharan Africa. But the film is also an impor-
tant reflection on how Rwandans imagine, speak of, and visualize the relics
of trauma. It traces, in different domains and voices, dynamics of abjection
and pain and the ethics of love both in and beyond trauma. This careful
attention to the psychosocial dynamics of trauma, loss, and witnessing
offers much to contemporary reflections upon African modernity. How is it
possible to recuperate what has been lost? How might a Rwandan subject
mourn not only the loss of the object per se, but also the loss of a lovable
and loved image of herself or himself? What, indeed, is a Rwandan subject
within modernity?

The film draws our attention to these questions through its structure.
There are three distinct stories, all of which are connected by trauma, and
as the film progresses we begin to wonder which events happened and which
exist in the minds of the characters. First, there is young Balthazar (Hervé
Kimenyi) on his bed conceptualizing the script of a film, “The Cycle of the
Cockroach” (Le cycle du cafard). He wants to produce the film in the capital
city of Kigali, and he has approached the government for support. But
they refuse to finance his film, suggesting instead that what the country
needs is work about HIV prevention and domestic violence. No one, the
administrator concludes, is interested in your film. Balthazar is not dis-
couraged by the bad news, however, and he continues with plans for film-
ing, telling an actress that the government money will soon be deposited in
his account.
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